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Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to investigate the Buddhist concepts of
creating ecological balance and maintaining natural capital of the community forest
networks in the northeast of Thailand. This research was conducted by a fieldwork
qualitative research model, using in-depth interviews, participant observation, and
focus group discussion. The results from the study show that:

1. The Buddhist concepts of creating ecological balance and maintaining
natural capital includes 1) the Principle of Gratitude (Katannakatavedi) in which
emphasis is placed on teaching humans to have the right attitudes and actions
toward nature; 2) the Principle of Contentment (Santosa) which is a means of natural
remedies both inside and outside the human being without exploiting oneself and
others as human, nature and society are dependent on each other; and 3) the
Middle Path (Majjhima-patipada) which is the principle of the efficient use of natural
resources to cultivate the consciousness for people to understand nature as well as
the relationship between humans and the environment, and put emphasis on
sustainable natural resources conservation for future generations. 2. Buddhist
ecological balance and maintaining natural capital of the community forest networks
has four aspects: the use of social regulations, participation in networks of various
organizations, conservation and restoration of community forests, and allocating
benefits from community forests. 3. In terms of guideline development for creating
Buddhist ecological balance and maintaining natural capital of the community forest
networks, there should be a clear line of community forest boundaries, public
relations on how to prevent and extinguish forest fires, the promotion of forest
ordination traditions, a project for planting seedlings, recovering edible trees,
economic trees for reforestation and reforestation without planting, long-term forest
planting activities, and tags for community forest restoration campaign. In addition,
there should be clear and precise rules for the use of community forests, the
promotion on philosophical concept of growing three kinds of trees for four
beneficial results and the support for occupation groups or communities to generate
income by making products from community forests. These will have a significant
effect on the sustainability of natural capital in three dimensions of economy, society
and environment.
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Abstract

This article aims to Study the method for developing a model for
creating a balance and maintaining the Buddhist natural cost of the community
forest network in the Northeast. Researchers chose to use a blended approach
between qualitative research and questionnaire-based research. The data was
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used to write a descriptive analysis. The research results were found that 1) The
Buddhist concepts of creating ecological balance and maintaining natural
capital includes 1 ) the Principle of Gratitude (Kataffiizkatavedi) in which
emphasis is placed on teaching humans to have the right attitudes and actions
toward nature; 2) the Principle of Contentment (Santosa) which is a means of
natural remedies both inside and outside the human being without exploiting
oneself and others as human, nature and society are dependent on each other;
and 3 ) the Middle Path (Majjhima-patipada) which is the principle of the
efficient use of natural resources to cultivate the consciousness for people to
understand nature as well as the relationship between humans and the
environment, and put emphasis on sustainable natural resources conservation
for future generations. 2)) Buddhist ecological balance and maintaining natural
capital of the community forest networks has four aspects: the use of social
regulations, participation in networks of various organizations, conservation
and restoration of community forests, and allocating benefits from community
forests. 3) Problems or obstacles and approaches to balancing the natural costs
of the community forest network are not able to benefit from the forest benefit
and the application of religious beliefs for forest conservation to achieve Build
community technology for forest management, for example, three afforestation
for four benefits. Also, there is a lack of networking or alliance with
organizations or communities outside the area and the organization of
community forest management system to promote the use of wisdom for
community forest conservation based on sufficiency economy. Therefore, there
should be a guideline for integrating religious principles and ordinances
promoting the role of monks and community forest networks in managing
community forests to use wisdom in managing community forests and creating
social processes for the continuous learning of the people. Communities to
continually exchange knowledge on community forest management, affecting
the promotion of natural resource costs, both economically, socially, and
environmentally stably and sustainably.

Keywords : Buddhist Ecological Balance; Maintaining; Natural Capital;
Community Forest Networks
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